The " Arabic " Incident

remain unchanged so long as the German Embassy was in
Washington, and on the other hand, Mr. Wilson would have
achieved his object and shown the Berlin Government that
his threats of war were seriously meant.

Ho\0ever, the Austro-Hungarian Government, after a short
further exchange of Notes, complied under protest with the
American demands. I learned after my return home that
in so doing, they acted under pressure from the German Foreign
Office. Thus, this crisis also blew over, not, however, without
a serious loss of prestige for the Central Powers, who had been
compelled to yield to demands generally regarded as utterly
unacceptable. Nothing could be more fatal to our position in
the world than this alternation of defiance and submission, which
served no diplomatic object and merely betrayed infirmity of
purpose.
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